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ADMINISTRATION NEWS !
ELECTION DAY  Election day is Tuesday, 
November 4th. The Hudson polls will be open from 
8 am to 8 pm.  Absentee ballot requests can be made 
in person, by telephone, or in writing through 
October 30th.  After this date, special circumstance 
requirements will need to be met for any absentee 
requests.  Please note that only the voter can 
request his/her absentee ballot.  If you have any 
questions regarding the voting process and absentee 
ballot application, please contact the town office.   !
SEPTEMBER SELECTMEN MEETING  Due to 
the Labor Day holiday, this meeting has been 
rescheduled for Monday, September 8, 2014.  !
IMPORTANT BOARD OPENINGS  There is an 
opening on the Hudson Planning Board, and two 
alternate seats are open on the Hudson Board of 
Appeals. The Planning Board meets on the second 
Tuesday of most months at 7 pm. The Appeals 
Board meets infrequently. If you are willing to serve 
on either board, please contact a selectman or 
Bonnie at the office. !
DOG LICENSES  Dog licenses for 2015 will be 
available in the town office on October 15, 2014. If 
you have a dog that is six (6) months old or older, a 
license is required. The dog licensing fees are $6.00 for 
a neutered/spayed dog and $11.00 for a non-neutered/
spayed dog. There is a state mandated late fee of 
$25.00 imposed after the January 31, 2015 licensing 
deadline.  If you have any questions, please contact the 
town office.  !

OTHER TOWN ANNOUNCEMENTS  !
CHARLEE EDGY, TOWN CONSTABLE AND 
VOLUNTEER EXTRAORDINAIRE  Dean Gray, 
everyone at the Parks and Recreation department, and 

all those who work with Charlee in the numerous 
capacities he takes on for the town would like readers 
to keep Charlee in their thoughts while he recovers 
from an accident he had while mowing at the transfer 
station.  It could take a while for Charlee to be back to 
100%, but we know he will get there! Thank you for 
all that you do, Charlee, and get well soon!  !
TOWN MAINTENANCE PERSON/TRANSFER 
STATION ATTENDANT  On behalf of themselves and 
the people of Hudson, the Selectmen thank Jesse 
Young for his service to the town in the position of 
Maintenance man and wish him the best in his new 
position as manager in the Family Dollar store chain.   !
They also welcome Keith Peirce as the new town 
Maintenance man.  Keith lives in Hudson and comes 
into this position with a wealth of knowledge and 
experience in the maintenance and repair of equipment 
and buildings that will be a great benefit to the town. !
HUDSON COMMUNITY YARD SALE  This was 
held on its rain date of Saturday, August 23rd, and was 
a success. Plans for a bigger and better sale are in the 
progress for next year, possibly establishing an annual 
event for the town. The sale’s success was due to the 
work of resident volunteer, Maureen Scranton, 
working with  Town Deputy Clerk, Judy Canarr, and 
Recreation Director, Dean Gray. Thank you all for your 
time and help.  We want to also thank the people 
who donated wonderful items to the town for the sale, 
those people and organizations that rented tables, 
and all who attended for helping your community.       !

PARKS AND RECREATION NEWS 
  
SUMMER PROGRAM  We had another successful 
year in the Summer Program.  Our visitors this year 
were: !
- Hudson Fire Department This was an extremely fun 
time for the kids. They got to spray the hoses in some 
competitions and really enjoyed the time they got to 
spend with the Fire Fighters.  Thanks to all the 
volunteers that took time out of their day to participate 
for the kids.  !
- Maine State Game Warden This was a very 
informative session with the kids.  Jim Fahey took the 
time to read to the kids and tell some stories about the 
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area.  He also answered many questions that the kids 
asked.  Thank you, Jim, for your time this year. !
-Penobscot County Sheriff’s Department They came in 
and gave free iris scans on all the kids and showed 
them the crime investigation van.  The kids had fun 
looking through the van as there were many exciting 
things to see.  Thanks to Troy Morton and the 
Penobscot County Sheriff’s Office for helping set this 
up. !
This year we decided to end the program with a 
Summer Celebration which was held on Saturday, 
August 2nd.  Our goal was a fun day for all the kids 
that could attend.  We brought in a Bounce House, 
Inflatable Obstacle Course, Waterslide, games, and 
face painting that were all free.   !
We also did some fundraising in the Dunk Tank, 50/50 
raffle, how many Skittles, and concession stand.  It was 
a fun time for all, and we will be having another 
Summer Celebration next year on Aug 1st, so please 
mark your calendar.  !
SOCCER SEASON It is upon us, so stop by and watch 
the kids play.  It is always fun to watch them play this 
exciting sport. !
FUNDRAISING  Thank you to Layne Grover for 
raising $180 to go towards the playground fund.  He 
asked people to donate money rather than buying him 
presents for his birthday, so he and his soon to be born 
sister could play on a new playground. There will be 
more fundraising throughout the fall to help make this 
happen. !
BOTTLES & CANS DONATIONS  If you have 
bottles and cans that need to be picked up at your 
home, please contact Dean Gray. You can also take 
them to the Transfer Station. All proceeds from these 
donations go the parks and recreation department. !
Stay informed with Hudson Maine Recreation on 
Facebook. Contact Parks and Recreation Chair, Dean 
Gray, at 327-1275, 907-0689, or 577-2287. !

HUDSON HISTORY !
TELEPHONE SERVICE IN HUDSON !

Have you ever wondered why there are four telephone 
exchanges in our town, 327-****-Bradford,      884-
****-Levant, 394-****- Alton, and  942-****-Bangor 
(in addition to a fifth exchange, 827-****-Old Town 
for those who live on Roger’s Landing on the Old 
Town side of the Pushaw Lake dam)? Finding 
information about installation of telephone service in 
Hudson has been a difficult task, especially finding 

who had the very first telephone. It was only with 
family recollections that we learned some of the 
following. !
The town of Bradford had telephone service installed 
in 1905.  In Hudson, a phone was installed in Baxter J. 
Miles home in 1907 and in the old Hudson Hotel 
owned by Mr. Miles located on Route 221.  Around 
1910, a phone was installed in the home of Brad and 
Blanche Goodwin, who lived in the village area near 
Roger's Market.  Phone service was only brought to 
other parts of the town based upon a resident’s 
willingness and ability to pay the costs of laying phone 
lines to their home. !
On the Old Town Road, some homes had telephones 
installed under the Alton Exchange during the year 
1919. This luxury went to the those willing to pay for 
service beginning at the Alton-Hudson town line.  !
On December 3, 1929, the Levant Telephone 
Company, which was operated by Roy Goss of Levant, 
installed telephones in the Hudson homes of Albert 
Bean, Roland Potter, Nelson Bullerwell, Jack Good 
and Luman Smith, who lived on Hudson Hill near 
Route 15.   
              
Residents  from the former Donald Houston home 
(now owned by the University of Maine) on Route 221 
near the Glenburn town line had their phones installed 
February 17, 1953 under the Bangor Exchange.  Those 
on the Corinth Road did not receive phone service until 
1973-74 when installations began under the Bradford 
Exchange.  !
Residents who had a phone from the Bradford, Levant, 
and Alton Exchanges had to pay a fee to talk to their 
neighbors on the other exchanges, except those 
residents with a Bangor Exchange. !
As many of the residents in our town might recall, it 
was not uncommon in the beginning of telephone 
service to be on an 8-way or 10-way party line, 
especially in areas where wires had to be run miles to 
homes and shared service meant that more homes 
could be served with fewer lines.  These always 
involved some sort of coded ringing; e.g., party 1 
might be a single long ring; party 2 two short rings; 
party 3, a long-short ring; party 4, a long-short-short 
ring, etc.  Everybody on the same party line would 
have the same phone number, except for the last digit. 
So if your number was 2643, the other people sharing 
your line would be 2641, 2642, 2644, and so on. 

During this era, if you picked up your phone while 
someone was on your party line, you'd overhear their 
conversation (and could join in).  The shared line also 
meant that no one else could call you when another 
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party was on the line. Certain people did gain a 
reputation for listening in on other people's calls or for 
tying up the line with excessively long calls, but 
private lines in those days were more expensive and a 
lot of people suffered with a party line to save money. 
Incredible as a 10-way party line might seem today, it 
was a cheap way to get telephone service for those who 
just wanted it for occasional use. Long distance calls 
were very expensive and something of a "special 
occasion" back then.  

COMMUNITY CLOSET & BOOK NOOK 

Fall is upon us, and will start to meet on most 
Saturdays from 1-4 pm in the Town Hall. Our first 
meeting will be on September 13th. New participants 
will be welcomed, old and new projects taken up, and 
fall meeting plans made. This agenda will continue into 
early October. 

On October 25th, we will offer a class, Making a Pine 
Cone Wreath. Participants can learn how to craft a pine 
cone wreath using pine cones of all sizes and shapes as 
well as acorns with or without their pods. Supplies 
needed are a bucket or pail with pine cones of all sizes, 
acorns, and a glue gun if you have one (if you don’t 
have one, others will let you use theirs). The closet 
volunteers will have metal wreath rings and varnish 
available.  

On December 6th, we will offer a class, Making a 
Christmas Ornament.  

On December 13th, volunteers will fill gift baskets to 
be delivered to Hudson shut-in on December 20th. 

Others classes will be announced in future newsletters. 
For an up-to-date schedule and other questions, please 
call Barbara Storman at 327-1183, Vicki LaRochelle at 
327-1249, or Debbie McGrath at 491-8111.  

The closet volunteers invite you to join them on 
Saturdays as a volunteer or as an occasional or regular 
participant in arts and crafts activities. You do not have 
to participate in the Community Closet projects such as 
the seasonal gift baskets unless you choose to. You are 
welcome to come and work only on your own projects. 

FROM THE EDITOR !
With this issue, the Hudson Newsletter begins its 
second year of being published six times a year (vs 
quarterly) with extra space provided for whatever news 
contributors believe readers would like to read, 
including a new regular section, Hudson History. Some 
readers have thanked me for the changes in the news, 

so I would like to acknowledge the many contributors 
that make the expanded newsletter possible.  !
Thanks for the “new news” go to: !
- Rose Randall, Maureen Scranton, Tanis Allen, 

Brenda Willette and Darlene Miles who first 
convinced me and then the Board of Selectmen to 
expand the news. 

- The Selectmen They asked a lot of questions and 
expressed a lot of reservations, but in the end, they 
unanimously approved the changes proposed by the 
above named women, perhaps first and foremost 
because the expansion in and of itself cost the 
taxpayers nothing. I especially thank their newsletter 
liaison, Kirby Ellis, for his good counsel and for his 
willingness to get back to me on short notice.  

- Brenda Willette (nee Miles) and  Darlene Miles for 
the Hudson History column. I suspect that this is the 
column that many readers most look forward to. 
Thank you, Brenda and Darlene, for always 
fascinating us. 

- Dean Gray Dean usually drafted an entry for the 
quarterly newsletter, but with the expansion, he has 
been encouraged to say much more, more often. 
Thank you for always delivering, Dean, and for 
being so easy to work with. 

- Debi McGrath of the Community Closet and Vicki 
LaRochelle of the Book Nook, not only for their 
regular reporting for the newsletter but for their work 
with other Hudson volunteers to preserve traditional 
American arts and crafts in Hudson and for working 
to address illiteracy and make books available to 
Hudson readers 24/7. 

- Readers will also want to thank Rose Randall for her 
contributions on public health issues and Norm 
Veazie for his contributions on important town 
business matters, such as purchases of property and 
road work. Norm’s contributions make readers who 
do not attend Selectmen’s meetings far better 
informed then they otherwise would be. 

- Maureen Scranton for making sure the newsletter 
printing and folding committee meets and gets the 
expanded news out on time six times a year.   

- Finally, Town Clerk, Bonnie Chase, who 
contemplated an expansion of the news long before it 
was proposed and who makes sure the town 
administration news gets to me on time and helps 
with editing. Thank you, Bonnie. Without your help, 
I could not do my work. !

A REQUEST TO READERS  If there is ANY subject 
that you would like to see featured in the newsletter in 
the future, please contact Bonnie, Kirby, or me. We 
look forward to hearing your ideas! !
Kathy
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NOTICES & CONTACTS 
Monthly Meetings 

Selectmen - 1st Monday at 7:00 P.M.  
Planning Board - 2nd Tuesday at 7 P.M. 

Grange - 3rd Monday at 1 P.M. 
Cemetery Committee - 2nd Monday at 10:00 A.M. 
Policy Committee - 1st & 3rd Tuesday at 4:00 P.M. 

Recreation Committee - 2nd Monday at 7 P.M. 
Senior Committee - 2nd & 4th Wednesday at 7 P.M. 

Town Office 
Bonnie Chase, Town Clerk 

Judy Canarr, Deputy Town Clerk  
Phone # 327-1284; Fax # 327-2870 

Office Closed: 
Monday, September 1, for Labor Day 

Monday, October 13, for Columbus Day	

Hours: Mon, Tue, and Fri, 8-1; Wed 1-6; and Thu 8-1 & 4-6	
!

Transfer Station Information 
Tickets are required and cost $1.25 each. 

Trash: 1 ticket (Bag 34 Gal/Under); 2 tickets (Bag 34 Gal/Over) 
Demolition Debris: $30.00 (Pickup Load Level/Rounded  

will be charged accordingly) 
Fluorescent Light Bulbs: $0.14 / Per Foot 

We recycle cardboard, but please break down (flatten) all boxes. 
**Reminder: Transfer Station Stickers are required on vehicles 
using the Transfer Station and are available at the Town office,  

free of charge to residents. Tickets and a complete list of fees are  
available at the Town office.  

Hours & Phone: Sat 8–4; Sun 12-4; Wed 12-7; 327-2823 !
For more town information and news, please visit our website at: 

www.hudsonmaine.wordpress.com !!

NOTICES & CONTACTS, CONTINUED 
Selectmen 

Kirby Ellis - kellis@ellisnursery.com - 327-1284 
Don Grant - townofhudson@mainestream.us -327-1284  
Milissa Smart - milissasmarthudsonme@gmail.com - 745-9341 
Deanna Thurston - deanna951_438@msn.com - 852-1337 
Norm Veazie - normvea@yahoo.com - 327-1267 

Animal Control Officer 
Denise Stanley: 356-8413 

Code Enforcement Officer 
Mike Polyot - Thursdays: 8:00-1:00 & 4:00-6:00 

Constable & Safety Officer 
Charlee Edgy: 327-2207 & 217-7564 

Fire Department 
Fire Chief Mike Simmons; web: www.hfdmaine.org 

Emergency: Dial 911; Non-Emergency & Fax: 327- 2125 
Fire Warden 

Mike Kelley: 944-1680 
Deputies: Dean Gray 907-0689;  

Charlee Edgy 327-2207; Norm Veazie 327-1267 
Health Officer 

Rose Randall: 974-9078 
wheresmykeys@aol.com 

Hudson Post Office 
Officer in charge: Ann Marie Jones 

327-2294 
Hours:  

Mon-Fri 8-10 and 2-4 
Sat: 8-10:30 
Sun: Closed 

Newsletter Editor 
Kathy Lukas: 217-4065 
kael1945@gmail.com 
Tax Assessor Agent: 

Danielle Smith - Thursdays: 8:00-4:00  

Hudson Town Office 
2334 Hudson Road 
Hudson, ME 04449 !!!! ! !!!! !

Postal Customer Hudson, ME 04449

Carrier Route  
Preformed  
Standard 

U.S. Postage  
PAID 

Hudson, Maine  
Permit #6
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