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ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ELECTION DAY  Election day is Tuesday, 
November 4th. The Hudson polls will be open from 
8 am to 8 pm.  Absentee ballot requests can be made 
in person, by telephone, or in writing through 
October 30th.  After this date, special circumstance 
requirements will need to be met for any absentee 
requests.  If you have any questions regarding the 
voting process and absentee ballot application, 
please contact the town office.    

DOG LICENSES  Dog licenses for 2015 are available 
in the town office. If you have a dog that is six (6) 
months old or older, a license is required within ten 
(10) days of taking ownership. The dog licensing fees 
are $6.00 for a neutered/spayed dog and $11.00 for a 
non-neutered/spayed dog. Please bring in the recent 
rabies certificate and neutered/spayed documentation 
when licensing your dog(s).  If you have any questions, 
please contact the Town Office. There is a state 
mandated late fee of $25.00 imposed after the January 
31, 2015 licensing deadline.  

OTHER TOWN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FROM THE FOREST RANGER Forest Ranger, Jerry 
Parsons, called the town office to report that there have 
been a lot of complaints about open burning without a 
permit. The authorities have been imposing fines on 
illegal burners that range from $100.00 to $1000.00 
plus any costs arising from the illegal burn.  

Anyone planning on doing any type of outside burn 
should contact the Hudson fire department and/or the 
Hudson Fire Warden (or the State Fire Warden 
Department) to learn the laws relating to this permit. 

NEED A FIRE DETECTER? On October 21st the 
Hudson Fire Department conducted a fire prevention 
class at the Hudson school. Any resident needing 

smoke detectors should contact the fire chief through 
the town office. 

THANK YOU TO DAVID BAKER Bonnie and Judy 
in the town office would like to thank David for his 
wonderful care of the the flowers and plants at the 
Town Office. David kept them beautiful for everyone 
to enjoy right up to the fall weather.  

PARKS AND RECREATION NEWS 
  
SOCCER We had another successful Soccer Season 
this year with a 3-5th grade team and a Pee Wee team.  
If we have the same turnout next year, we will be able 
to have 2 teams in the league, a 2-3rd grade team and a  
4- 5th grade team.  We have been unable to field both 
teams since the league changed to this format.  Can’t 
wait until next year,  it should be a blast.  I would like 
to thank Tammy Gray for coaching the 3-5th grade 
team and Joseph Infante for coaching the Pee Wee 
team.  I also would like to thank all the players for 
participating and the parents for bringing them.  All the 
players grew so much through the year and we are 
proud of them all. 

PLAYGROUND We have been raising money for a 
new playground and have decided to purchase a piece 
of equipment that is for 2-5 year olds.  Currently there 
is nothing for this age group, so this is a great upgrade.  
We will store the playground over the winter and the 
install will be in the May timeframe.  Volunteers will 
be needed and appreciated.  There will be an opening 
celebration, The Spring Fling.  We will have the 
concession stand open while the kids enjoy this 
playground. 

INFORMATIONAL MEETING We will be having an 
informational meeting on November 19th at 6pm in the 
gym at the Town Hall.  This will cover the new 
playground and what offerings we will have next year.  
We would also like input on any offerings that would 
help improve our program. 

FREE PLAY With all the league sports done we will 
be having free play on Wednesday and Thursday nights 
from 6-7pm. Free Play could be basketball, volleyball, 
indoor soccer, or a surprise.  Take advantage of this 
program.  Watch the sign and Facebook to keep 
informed of this great program. 
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BASEBALL We would like to start early next year so 
watch the sign in front of town hall and Facebook to 
know when we will start. 

2015 SUMMER CELEBRATION Don’t forget that we 
have planned our Summer Celebration for Saturday, 
August 1, 2015. Water slide, Bounce House, and 
Games for the kids - all free. We will raise money at 
this event in the concession stand, dunk tank, and 
raffles. 

FUNDRAISING We are going to be having a calendar 
drawing this fall and Little Caesars Pizza Kit 
fundraiser in the spring.  We appreciate all help out on 
these fundraisers.  We may be putting on some dances 
to help keep the kids busy over the winter. 

BOTTLES & CANS DONATIONS  If you have 
bottles and cans that need to be picked up at your 
home, please contact Dean Gray. You can also take 
them to the Transfer Station. All proceeds from these 
donations go the parks and recreation department. 

Stay informed with Hudson Maine Recreation on 
Facebook. Contact Parks and Recreation Chair, Dean 
Gray, at 327-1275, 907-0689, or 577-2287. 

SKETCH OF NEW  
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT FOR 

2 - 5 YEAR OLDS: 

HUDSON HISTORY 
HUDSON'S RAILROAD STATION 

In the early 1900s a survey was conducted by Bangor 
and Aroostook Railroad to see if it would be profitable 
for them to extend their rail system and build a railroad 
station house in Hudson.  It was determined that the 
rail crossing on Route 43 in Hudson would be an ideal 
location because Hudson was well known at that time 
as a busy agricultural and forestry community.   

The town officials in Hudson at that time, Charles 
Gault, Charles Freeman, and Orris Goodwin, thought 
that having a Railroad Station in Hudson would give a 
boost to the sagging economy of the area and prove to 
be important to the citizens of Hudson and its 
surrounding communities, perhaps most notably as a 
source of employment. 

The town officials presented an article on the warrant 
for the Annual Town Meeting on Monday, 17 March, 
1902, which read "To see if the town will vote to 
exempt from taxation for a period of five years or 
more, any manufacturing plant that may be established 
in town."  The article was approved by a unanimous 
vote. 

Construction on the rail station began in 1905 with an 
expansion of tracks and a station house for the trains to 
stop at and pick up passengers, timber, paper and 
agricultural products.  Great numbers of evergreen 
Christmas trees were also cut and shipped from 
Hudson every year.  The station house had little in the 
way of amenities but it was part of a safe means of 
transportation for products to reach factories and for 
people to connect with distant locations. 

Maintenance was an important part of the railroad  
business in Hudson, and most of  the maintenance was 
hard, back-breaking labor.  Hudson had two section 
crews, North and South.  Track men were required to 
keep the tracks, roadbed and right-of-way in operating 
condition for the trains. The rails had to be inspected 
and replaced often because the weight of the trains 
passing over the rails on a daily basis caused the tracks 
to become uneven causing trains to sway and the ride 
to be rough, especially on curves. Hand tools like picks 
and sledge hammers were used to get the job done. 
Laying rails, replacing railroad ties and driving spikes 
were all very labor intensive tasks done on a daily 
basis.  These duties along the 10 miles or so of new 
tracks were critical to prevent potential derailments. 

Keeping vegetation trimmed back to prevent fires, 
especially during dry weather, was another critical job.  
Today a special weed killing train is used to spray 
herbicide to prevent weeds from growing rough and 



around tracks rather than controlling the weeds by use 
of section crews.  

Some of the town's folks who were appointed to 
positions for the railroad in Hudson were Charles 
Sylvester, Section Agent, a position he held for many 
years.  The first Section Foreman was William "Bill" 
Wheaton.  Frank Chaples and his brothers Ernest, 
William, Cleve and Clifford were members of the 
section crew that helped blast the trail for the railroad 
to go through the town of Hudson.  In fact, Frank 
Chaples worked for the Bangor and Aroostook 
Railroad for fifty-four years and before he retired, he 
held the title of Section Foreman for several years.  
Other residents of Hudson who worked for the B & A 
Railroad over the years were Liston Robbins, Fred 
Hussey, Virgil Bryer, Leslie McClure, Barker 
Southard, Merle Curtis, Charles Hussey, and Clifton 
Miles, Jr, just to name a few. 

Until the automobile became a reliable means of 
transportation and reliable roads and highways came 
into widespread use in the 1950s, railroad stations were 
the center of life for small towns like Hudson, because 
the rails were the only means to the outside world for 
most folks.  But over time the local station house in 
Hudson and other small towns were closed because the 
car or truck was a much more accessible and reliable 
means for short or medium distances for folks to travel.  
In the end, it became a huge financial drain on the 
railroads to continue to maintain these smaller station 
houses where little passenger traffic was evident.  Most 
folks then went to Union Station in Bangor to take 
advantage of rail passenger service and to mail or 
receive packages.   

COMMUNITY CLOSET & BOOK NOOK 
  "Caring and Sharing” 

Regular Hours: Saturdays 1-4 PM, September-May 
Call Debbie at 491-8111 or Barbara at 327-1183 to 

check if we are in session 

Come to learn a craft or bring yours and share your 
time and experience with others. Everyone is welcome 
from beginners to experts. Participants work at 
different speeds and various projects are being started 
and finished at different times. 

Projects now in progress: Quilting, Counted Cross 
Stitch, Knitting & Crocheting. Other classes such as 
scrapbooking will be announced in future newsletters. 

On December 6th we will offer a class on making a 
Christmas Ornaments 

Gift Baskets are given out to shut-ins in the Hudson 
area. Volunteers enjoy putting a smile on people's faces 

and helping out in small ways.If you know someone 
you think should receive a basket, please let us know. 
   
Books may be borrowed by anyone and returned when 
you are finished reading them. Red Box Book Nook 
open 24/7 for your convenience. Call Vicki 327-1249 if 
you have any questions. 
   
The closet volunteers invite you to join them on 
Saturdays as a volunteer or as an occasional or regular 
participant in arts & crafts activities. You do not have 
to participate in the Community Closet projects such as 
the seasonal gift baskets unless you choose to. You are 
welcome to come and work only on your projects.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Members of the Hudson Fire Department attended the 
51st annual Maine State Federation of Firefighters 
Convention held in Farmington, ME. The convention 
consists of a parade, vendors (showing the newest 
technology on the market for firefighters), a 9/11 
ceremony, a banquet dinner, etc.  

Every Sunday is the annual Firefighter’s Muster. This 
consists of events where teams of firefighters come 
from all over the state to show off their skills and have 
a good time. There are usually 10 to 15 teams that 
compete. For the past 3 of 4 years, members of the 
Hudson Fire Department have been awarded the Irwin 
Faunce Good Sportsmanship Award. The judges and 
other team captains decide who will receive this award.  
Receiving this award is believed to show that Hudson 
firefighters not only show professionalism when 
responding to calls in the area, but also when 
representing Hudson in other parts of the State. The 
award plaque will be displayed in the Hudson Fire 
station until September 2015. 

Over the last 2 years, there has been a new edition to 
the muster. They call themselves the BLAZIN’ 
BABES. This muster team is made up of ALL females. 
They do all the same events the men do and they do 
them very well. The Blazin’ Babes are made of up 1 
female FF, 1 female Paramedic and the rest are wives 
of firefighters from the Hudson FD, Glenburn FD, and 
the Orono FD. This team of ladies brought home the 
sportsmanship last year and won an award this year for 
best female marching unit. You may friend the ladies 
on Facebook.  



NOTICES & CONTACTS 
Monthly Meetings 

Selectmen - 1st Monday at 7:00 P.M.  
Planning Board - 2nd Tuesday at 7 P.M. 

Grange - 3rd Monday at 1 P.M. 
Cemetery Committee - 2nd Monday at 10:00 A.M. 
Policy Committee - 1st & 3rd Tuesday at 4:00 P.M. 

Recreation Committee - 2nd Monday at 7 P.M. 
Senior Committee - 2nd & 4th Wednesday at 7 P.M. 

Town Office 
Bonnie Chase, Town Clerk 

Judy Canarr, Deputy Town Clerk  
Phone # 327-1284; Fax # 327-2870 

Office Closed: 
Tuesday, November 11, for Veterans’ Day 

Thursday & Friday, November 27-28, for Thanksgiving
Hours: Mon, Tue, and Fri, 8-1; Wed 1-6; and Thu 8-1 & 4-6

Transfer Station Information 
Tickets are required and cost $1.25 each. 

Trash: 1 ticket (Bag 34 Gal/Under); 2 tickets (Bag 34 Gal/Over) 
Demolition Debris: $30.00 (Pickup Load Level/Rounded  

will be charged accordingly) 
Fluorescent Light Bulbs: $0.14 / Per Foot 

We recycle cardboard, but please break down (flatten) all boxes. 
**Reminder: Transfer Station Stickers are required on vehicles 
using the Transfer Station and are available at the Town office,  

free of charge to residents. Tickets and a complete list of fees are  
available at the Town office.  

Hours & Phone: Sat 8–4; Sun 12-4; Wed 12-7; 327-2823 

For more town information and news, please visit our website at: 
www.hudsonmaine.wordpress.com 

NOTICES & CONTACTS, CONTINUED 
Selectmen 

Kirby Ellis - kellis@ellisnursery.com - 327-1284 
Don Grant - townofhudson@mainestream.us -327-1284  
Milissa Smart - milissasmarthudsonme@gmail.com - 745-9341 
Deanna Thurston - deanna951_438@msn.com - 852-1337 
Norm Veazie - normvea@yahoo.com - 327-1267 

Animal Control Officer 
Denise Stanley: 356-8413 

Code Enforcement Officer 
Mike Polyot - Thursdays: 8:00-1:00 & 4:00-6:00 

Constable & Safety Officer 
Charlee Edgy: 327-2207 & 217-7564 

Fire Department 
Fire Chief Mike Simmons; web: www.hfdmaine.org 

Emergency: Dial 911; Non-Emergency & Fax: 327- 2125 
Fire Warden 

Mike Kelley: 944-1680 
Deputies: Dean Gray 907-0689;  

Charlee Edgy 327-2207; Norm Veazie 327-1267 
Health Officer 

Rose Randall: 974-9078 
wheresmykeys@aol.com 

Hudson Post Office 
Officer in charge: Ann Marie Jones 

327-2294 
Hours:  

Mon-Fri 8-10 and 2-4 
Sat: 8-10:30 
Sun: Closed 

Newsletter Editor 
Kathy Lukas: 217-4065 
kael1945@gmail.com 
Tax Assessor Agent: 

Danielle Smith - Thursdays: 8:00-4:00  

Hudson Town Office 
2334 Hudson Road 
Hudson, ME 04449 
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