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ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
from Bonnie Chase, Town Clerk 

2015 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING The Annual Town 
Meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 27, and 
Saturday, March 28, 2015,  The polls will be open from 
10:00 am to 8:00 pm on Friday March 27th and 
meeting will continue on Saturday, March 28th starting 
at 10:00 am. 

NOMINATION PAPERS The Nomination Papers for 
2015 open positions for  Selectmen and School Board 
Directors are available beginning December 31st.   
Selectmen - 2 positions each for a 3 year term / School 
Board Director - 2 positions each for a 3 year term.  
The completed Nomination Papers will need to be 
returned by February 9, 2015.   
   
2015 LICENSES & REGISTRATIONS The following 
are now available for the  2015 year - Snowmobile 
Registrations; Hunting/Fishing Licenses; Boat 
Registrations. 

DOG LICENSES  Dog licenses for 2015 are available 
in the town office. If you have a dog that is six (6) 
months old or older, a license is required within ten 
(10) days of taking ownership. The dog licensing fees 
are $6.00 for a neutered/spayed dog and $11.00 for a 
non-neutered/spayed dog. Please bring in the recent 
rabies certificate and neutered/spayed documentation 
when licensing your dog(s).  If you have any questions, 
please contact the Town Office. There is a state 
mandated late fee of $25.00 imposed after the 
January 31, 2015 licensing deadline.  

PARKS AND RECREATION NEWS 
from Dean Grey, Chairman,  

Hudson Parks and Recreation 

FREE PLAY Starting January 7th we will be offering 
free play on Wednesday and Thursday nights from 
6-7pm.  This will start with basketball/volleyball for all 
school aged children.  This program will form into 
Spring Training for baseball as the season gets closer.  
We are looking for someone that would be interested in 
taking on the responsibility of an adult program that 
would run on the same nights for volleyball from 
7-9pm.  Please contact Dean Gray with any interest at 
577-2287. 

PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT The new playground 
equipment has been delivered.  So we are anxiously 
waiting for the spring to install and to celebrate the 
new addition at the Spring Fling.   We will have the 
concession stand open for snacks and lunch to help 
raise money for the next addition. 

BASEBALL We would like to start practices early this 
year.  Look for updates on Facebook or the sign at the 
town office.  We are hoping for a good turnout for this 
season. 

SUMMER PROGRAM We are planning on a great 
program again next year.  We cannot lock in dates yet 
as it depends on the school schedule.  The program will 
be offered to the same age groups as in years past.  It 
will be offered to children that have completed 
Kindergarten through 6th grade.  We will need 
councilors that have completed 11-12th grades, be 
ready to put in your application. 

SUMMER CELEBRATION We will be having another 
celebration next year on August 1st.  It is a good 
chance for everyone to get together and enjoy the day 
with the kids having a fun day at playing at no cost.  
The only areas that will be raising money are the dunk 
tank, concession stand, and assorted raffles.  We are 
looking for ideas to have offerings for adults too so if 
you have any ideas or would like to help please contact 
Dean Gray 577-2287.   

SOCCER  We are looking forward to another 
successful year and are planning on starting practices 
in August.  Signups will be at the Summer Celebration 
so please stop by and sign up. 
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BOTTLES & CANS DONATIONS  If you have 
bottles and cans that need to be picked up at your 
home, please contact Dean Gray. You can also take 
them to the Transfer Station. All proceeds from these 
donations go the parks and recreation department. 

Stay informed with Hudson Maine Recreation on 
Facebook. Contact Parks and Recreation Chair, Dean 
Gray, at 577-2287. 

HUDSON HISTORY 
from Darlene Miles and  
Brenda (Miles) Willette  

HUDSON'S PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

The first public schoolhouse built in Hudson was 
located in the village, which became known as District 
1, Village Area, which is where the Hudson Firehouse 
is located today.  With more settlers coming and 
population growing, soon another schoolhouse was 
needed.  On Saturday, the sixth day of November 
1824 , it was voted by the residents to raise the sum of 
ninety-six dollars to defray the expense of building a 
schoolhouse known as the District 2, Hill Area.  It was 
located at the intersection of Hudson Hill Road and the 
Darling Road, but it was torn down quite a while ago.   

With the census records of 1840 it showed that the 
town had 140 scholars at the two room District 1, 
Village schoolhouse and 49 at the one room 2nd District 
Hill schoolhouse.  But, as the town continued to grow, 
five additional schoolhouse's were added based upon 
the population in a given area.  There was no 
transportation provided in those days; students walked 
to school. Each one of these District schoolhouses had 
an agent which was most often a local resident and 
they in turn were under a Supervisor. 

A report once submitted by Supervisor of Schools, 
Henry W. Briggs, went like this: 

 “Before closing this report, I wish to say that with my 
experience as a teacher and Supervisor of Schools, I 
firmly believe that ninety per cent of the trouble in our 
schools lies wholly with the parents, and if the children 
were properly trained at home, the trouble in our 
schools would soon be a thing of the past.  All the 
schoolhouses in town are in fairly good condition, a 
great improvement over the old district system.  Still 
there might be something more done in the way of 
outhouses that would contribute to the tidiness, 
comfort and health of the scholars.” 

Teachers wages were from $2.00 to $5.00 per week 
with more during the winter term.  Teachers also 
received pay for their room and board expenses which 
was $1.50 to $2.75 per week.  By the end of the school 

year in 1881, there was 232 scholars with an average 
attendance of 137. During the 1890s and 1900s, the 
number of scholars diminished to 82.  This figure 
sounds unbelievable, but death rates were very high 
during that time period.  At the March 1910 town 
meeting, the residents voted to pay $30.00 per student 
for high school tuition.  It was not until 1913 that only 
one student from Hudson, E. Carroll Bean, was listed 
in the record books to attend Higgins Classical Institute 
in Charleston.   

In the Spring of 1934 the Chairman of the School 
Board, John Cunningham and the Chairman of the 
Board of Selectmen, Albert Bean, made a trip to 
Augusta to the Department of Education to request 
funds from the State of Maine to help update and 
furnish the District 1 Village schoolhouse with needed 
new desks, etc.  They got the promise of $200 worth!!!  
The enlarged rooms provided adequate seating for all 
of the pupils.  Interior paint, new toilets and proper 
lighting added to the comfort and convenience of 
everyone.  As time went on the school was also 
changed from the wood burning stoves to oil stoves 
which added more comfort for the students in the back 
of the room!!  But there was many of us who attended 
the Hudson Village District 1 schoolhouse who missed 
the chance to bring a potato from home wrapped in foil 
to cook on the wood stove making our lunch to be 
called a “hot meal”.   

As we retrieved our lunch pails that were lined up on a 
shelf, we also had a choice of buying milk that was 
delivered by a local farmer to the schoolhouse to have 
with our meal.  We would get fresh, cold white milk on 
Monday through Thursday and on Friday's we could 
choose to have either white, chocolate or strawberry 
milk mixed right in front of us, no one ever heard of 
milk cartons.  My how things have changed for 
students since those days with the added luxury of 
meals served and eaten in a cafeteria today.   

In the early 1950s it was decided to combine students 
from the two school districts in Hudson which would 
would provide a better education for all.  It ended up 
with five grades in the Hudson Village schoolhouse, 
with grades one and two on one side of the building 
and grades six, seven and eight on the other side of the 
building.  At the Hudson Hill schoolhouse, grades 
three, four, and five were educated there.  There was 
no Pre-school or Kindergarten classes at that time.  
This was the first time that students from the town of 
Hudson began combining classes based upon the grade 
not location of where the student lived.   

At the town meeting on March 9, 1953, the Town 
residents felt it was time to act upon building a 
Centralized Schoolhouse.  So from then on money was 



set aside every year   for this project.  With the money 
raised and accumulated interest, plus an additional 
$35,000 loan from Eastern Trust and Banking Co. it 
was voted to build a Bailey style four-room 
schoolhouse, plus teachers room, janitors room and 
toilet facilities.   

The high school students were still continuing to attend 
whichever high school was closest for them with each 
student finding their own transportation and paying for 
it themselves.  Many attended Higgins Classical 
Institute in Charleston, East Corinth Academy, Old 
Town High School, and Bangor High School.  The 
tuition was paid for by the town to each appropriate 
school per pupil. 

In 1960 the first attempt was made to join with four 
other towns to establish a School Administrative 
District.  This continued until 1967 when there was 
finally a passing vote from Bradford, Corinth, Hudson, 
Kenduskeag, and Stetson to join together.  This 
continues even to today.  An now another new 
schoolhouse is soon to be built with more changes 
bound to continue in meeting all the educational 
challenges facing students and taxpayers today. 

COMMUNITY CLOSET & BOOK NOOK 
Regular Hours: Saturdays 1-4 PM, September-May 
Call Debbie at 491-8111 or Barbara at 327-1183 to 

check if we are in session 

Thank You to everyone who has supported the closet 
this past year. Our community outreach effort with 
gifts for shut-ins has expanded again in 2014. All 
baskets were put together by volunteers, and gifts for 
baskets were given to people within our community. 
Everyone’s contribution is greatly appreciated. 

NEW CLASSES/WORKSHOPS We have a few new 
ideas for this coming year, including Scrapbooking. 
Look on the Town of Hudson Signboard in the Town 
Hall parking lot for a date. Bring your photos and let's 
see what you can create (with or without the help of 
experienced others.) 

RED BOX BOOK NOOK The Red Box Book Nook is 
open 24/7 for your convenience. Books may be 
borrowed by anyone and returned when you are 
finished reading them. Call Vicki at 327-1249 if you 
have any questions. 
   
The closet volunteers invite you to join them on 
Saturdays as a volunteer or as an occasional or regular 
participant in arts & crafts activities. You do not have 
to participate in the Community Closet projects such as 

the seasonal gift baskets unless you choose to. You are 
welcome to come and work only on your projects.  

 COMMUNITY: A social group of any size 
whose members reside in a specific locality ~ 

CLOSET: An area used for many purposes ~ 

HUDSON COMMUNITY CLOSET  
& BOOK NOOK 

~Caring and Sharing~ 

MAINE CITIZEN’S GUIDE  
TO A TOWN MEETING 

Hudson’s Annual Election and Town Meeting is on Friday 
and Saturday, March 27 & 28, 2015. The State of Maine 
offers a guide for those who have never attended a town 
meeting that is also meant to help voters who have attended 
meetings but were reluctant to ask a question. The guide is 
meant to encourage voters to better understand, attend, and 
participate in town meetings in Maine. You may access the 
guide in full at http://www.memun.org/TrainingResources/
LocalGovernment/AGuidetoTownMeeting.aspx or you may 
do an online search for Maine Citizen’s Guide to a Town 
Meeting. 

WHAT HAPPENS AT TOWN MEETING? 

A Town Meeting serves for a town government many of the 
same functions as the Maine Legislature in Augusta does for 
the State of Maine and the U.S. Congress in Washington does 
for the U.S.A. At Hudson town meetings voter-legislators 
pass laws and adopt budgets. But a Maine Town Meeting is 
more than just a “legislature;” it is also the “electorate,” 
electing it’s leadership in the form of selectmen and other 
town officials. In fact, under Maine state law, the only thing 
required of the annual town meeting is the election of the 
municipal officials. 

Elections may occur in two ways. The traditional way is to 
nominate officials from the floor of the meeting and to vote 
by a show of hands or by writing names on a paper ballot. A 
more recent way (since 1890) is to require candidates to 
declare their candidacies prior to the Town Meeting by taking 
out nomination papers. Voting is then done by secret ballot in 
the privacy of a voting booth.  

Go to the above link to find interesting and important 
information about towns meetings and how you can 
participate or come and simply observe, but mostly where 
you can VOTE if you wish. 

COME to Hudson’s 2015 Annual Town Meeting and 
participate in the most direct form of American                                                                                                                                                                                                              
democracy that there is, the form our Hudson and New 
England ancestors have preserved for us since the 17th 
century. 

http://www.memun.org/TrainingResources/LocalGovernment/AGuidetoTownMeeting.aspx


NOTICES & CONTACTS 
Monthly Meetings 

Selectmen - 1st Monday at 7:00 P.M.  
Planning Board - 2nd Tuesday at 7 P.M. 

Grange - 3rd Monday at 1 P.M. 
Cemetery Committee - 2nd Monday at 10:00 A.M. 
Policy Committee - 1st & 3rd Tuesday at 4:00 P.M. 

Recreation Committee - 2nd Monday at 7 P.M. 
Senior Committee - 2nd & 4th Wednesday at 7 P.M. 

Town Office 
Bonnie Chase, Town Clerk 

Judy Canarr, Deputy Town Clerk  
Phone # 327-1284; Fax # 327-2870 

Office Closed: 
Thursday, 1 January for New Years Day 

Monday, 19 January, for Martin Luther King Day
Monday, 16 February, for Presidents Day

Hours: Mon, Tue, and Fri, 8-1; Wed 1-6; and Thu 8-1 & 4-6

Transfer Station Information 
Tickets are required and cost $1.25 each. 

Trash: 1 ticket (Bag 34 Gal/Under); 2 tickets (Bag 34 Gal/Over) 
Demolition Debris: $30.00 (Pickup Load Level/Rounded  

will be charged accordingly) 
Fluorescent Light Bulbs: $0.14 / Per Foot 

We recycle cardboard, but please break down (flatten) all boxes. 
**Reminder: Transfer Station Stickers are required on vehicles 
using the Transfer Station and are available at the Town office,  

free of charge to residents. Tickets and a complete list of fees are  
available at the Town office.  

Hours & Phone: Sat 8–4; Sun 12-4; Wed 12-7; 327-2823 

For more town information and news, please visit our website at: 
www.hudsonmaine.wordpress.com 

NOTICES & CONTACTS, CONTINUED 
Selectmen 

Kirby Ellis - kellis@ellisnursery.com - 327-1284 
Don Grant - townofhudson@mainestream.us -327-1284  
Milissa Smart - milissasmarthudsonme@gmail.com - 745-9341 
Deanna Thurston - deanna951_438@msn.com - 852-1337 
Norm Veazie - normvea@yahoo.com - 327-1267 

Animal Control Officer 
Denise Stanley: 356-8413 

Code Enforcement Officer 
Mike Polyot - Thursdays: 8:00-1:00 & 4:00-6:00 

Constable & Safety Officer 
Charlee Edgy: 327-2207 & 217-7564 

Fire Department 
Fire Chief Mike Simmons; web: www.hfdmaine.org 

Emergency: Dial 911; Non-Emergency & Fax: 327- 2125 
Fire Warden 

Mike Kelley: 944-1680 
Deputies: Dean Gray 577-2287;  

Charlee Edgy 327-2207; Norm Veazie 327-1267 
Health Officer 

Rose Randall: 974-9078 
wheresmykeys@aol.com 

Hudson Post Office 
Officer in charge: Ann Marie Jones 

327-2294 
Hours:  

Mon-Fri 8-10 and 2-4 
Sat: 8-10:30 
Sun: Closed 

Newsletter Editor 
Kathy Lukas: 217-4065 
kael1945@gmail.com 
Tax Assessor Agent: 

Danielle Smith - Thursdays: 8:00-4:00  

Hudson Town Office 
2334 Hudson Road 
Hudson, ME 04449 

Postal Customer Hudson, ME 04449

Carrier Route  
Preformed  
Standard 

U.S. Postage  
PAID 

Hudson, Maine  
Permit #6

http://www.hudsonmaine.wordpress.com
mailto:kellis@ellisnursery.com
mailto:townofhudson@mainestream.us
mailto:milissasmarthudsonme@gmail.com
mailto:deanna951_438@msn.com
mailto:normvea@yahoo.com
http://www.hfdmaine.org
mailto:wheresmykeys@aol.com
http://www.hudsonmaine.wordpress.com
mailto:kellis@ellisnursery.com
mailto:townofhudson@mainestream.us
mailto:milissasmarthudsonme@gmail.com
mailto:deanna951_438@msn.com
mailto:normvea@yahoo.com
http://www.hfdmaine.org
mailto:wheresmykeys@aol.com

